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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


E 
ELDERS 400 rot *GERS 


or RE SEVERAL. 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, | 


MEETING. * 


AULCESTER | TewxzuRY 


EVvERHRAM © 
BewDLEY. Hook-NorToN UPpToN 
BouRTon-on- LEOMINSTER W oRCESTER. 
the- WATER PrrSHoRE . „ Nuo 
CIRENCESTER | RTETORD WARWICK. 


ee received Letters from Coſeley and Stourbridge. | 


Being met in Aſſociation at EvesHam, in Worceſter- 


re, on the 2d and 3d Days of June, 1789. 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of Three equal Per- 


ſons in the Godhead ;—eternal and perſonal EleQion ;—ori- 


"Far Sin ;—particular Redemption ;—free Juſtification by the 
ighteouſneſs of Chrift imputed ;— efficacious Grace in Re- 
eneration ;—the final Perfeverance of the Saints ;—the Re- 


urrection of the Dead ;— the general Judgment at the laſt 

Day ;—and the Life everlaſting: — With the ImDEPENDENCE 

ot the ſeyeral Chriſtian Societies they repreſent : Eh o whom 
the ſend 18 88 Salutation. 


DE AR BRETHREN, 


TREE a gracious Providence we have how 8 5 


to aſſociate together at the time and place appointed for 


oy our annual meeting. We have attended to thoſe mat- 


ters which required our conſideration ; and, we truſt, we have 
been indulged with the gracious preſence of God, and the aſſiſt- 
ance of his holy Spirit, in every act of devotion and that a 
divine blefling has attended the labours of his ſervants, to the 
benefit of 'a very numerous attentive. auditory ; - and rendered 
this an exceedingly pleaſant TY, profitable. MEL to our ſouls. 
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We felt a ſacred pleaſure while liſtening to the agreeable ac- 
counts received from the ſeveral churches-in this aſſociation- 
We rejoice that the Lord is pleaſed to carry on the great work 

of converſion in our reſpe&ive congregations; and that all the 
churches are in peaceful and proſperous circumſtances, ſave two. - 
or three. That any ſingle ſociety ſhould not be in a ſtate of 
perfect harmony, is matter of lamentation ; and we ſincerely 
wiſh that the churches may be duly affected with the unhappi- 
neſs that may ſubſiſt in any of their neighbouring congregations, 
and be influenced to uſe their belt intereſts at a throne of grace, 
for the reſtoration of love and unity, e 
Me moſt ſincerely recommend it to the churches of Chriſt in 
our connection, that they pay the ſtricteſt attention to the 4%i- 
 þline and order of the houſe of God : for we are perſuaded, that 
the animoſities 'and diviſions experienced by religious ſocieties, 
frequently ariſe from a neglect of go/pel order, and proper church 
_ diſcipline. Where this is not attended to, defigning perſons may 
have it in their power to prevent the due adminittration of re- 
proof, and admonition, to them who have been acting incon- 
ſiſtently with their duty to God, and to their fellow-worthippers. 
Should the fociety at any time act contrary to the will of ſuch 
perſons, they may immediately abſent themſelves from the 

Lord's table; and by attaching part of the community to them- 
ſelves, they may ſet at nought the authority of the church: and 
to be revenged for the affront offered, (of daring to do a matter 

without their approbation) they may divide the ſociety. And 
ſhould they have influence enough over the miniſters of neigh- 
bouring congregations, to induce them to abet ſuch diviſion, in 
ſmall towns or villages, an innocent ſociety ſhall be brought into 
difficulties. But we hope, brethren, that we ſhall never coun- 
tenance diviſions, ariſing from be/e or unworthy motives ; but on 
all occaſions ſet our faces againſt them; and ſhew to our fellow 
chriſtians, the propriety of ſubmitting themſelves one to ano- 
ther, and of maintaining the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of 
peace. Mark theſe men who cauſe diviſions, and have no fellow- 
ſhip with them. e . 


We ſincerely wiſh you to pay a particular attention to the 
conduct of thoſe who are members of your ſocieties, that it be 
humble, meek, patient, and inoffenſive: and delay not to re- 
prove them that walk diſorderly, to admoniſh them who are 
danger, to reclaim them that have gone out of the way of their 
duty, and to withdraw from them who are incorrigible. Avoid 
pärtiality, for it will greatly injure your peace. Let all the 
buſmeſs of your ſocieties be conducted in an orderly manner. 
And whatſoever matters are 4b/elutely neceſſary for you to tranſact, 
concerning which You are not perfectly of one mind, let them be 
fairly and openly ſtated before the church, properly deliberated 
| | | | upon, 
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upon, and determined by a majority of the whole. This method 
Ve recommend only in matters that cannot be decided otherwiſe, 
not withing you to divide the church. upon every trifling occa- 
ſion, nor on any occaſion, but when neceility obliges you to it, 
for the ſake of carrying ſome very beneficial meaſure into effect. 
'Thoſe members who cannot be ſatisfied with that which is done | 
by a majority, will not be ſatisfied except their will become your 
law; and therefore, are by no means fit members of a free ſo- 
ciety, whoſe derlivg privilege is to be governed by their own re- | 
choice, in matters of internal regulation, not interfering with 1 
the laws of Chriſt. And as it ſeldom happens that eyery indi- 
vidual ſees things in the ſame light, the free choice of a majority, 
is the free choice of the faciety., - Otherwile, any individual might 
always have it in his power to prevent a ſociety from acting at 
all, to ſtagnate all its proceedings, and to hinder every benefi- 
cial meaſure. . Many ſocieties have greatly erred in this reſpect, 
while to indulge the capricious temper of an haughty Diatrephesy 
they have neglected their duty, enſlaved themſelves, and juſtly | 
incurred the cenſure of partiality, and ſubmiſſion to arbitrary Þ |} 
government, from motives which reflect diſhonour both on mi- 
niſter and people. . „ Ae rpdapeyr 
I be religion of Jeſus Chriſt conſiſts in four things ;— in en-. 
timents, which are to he received and belieyed ;—in forms of 
 «avorſbip, which are to be obſerved ;—in divine impreſſions on the 
heart, by the holy Spirit, correſpondent to the word of God; 
and in obedjence rendered to the precepts thereof. If either of 
theſe be wanting, we conceive that there muſt he a deficjency 
in true chriſtianity, . „„ | | 
Preſuming that you are eſtabliſhed in the firm belief of the | 
great fundamental principles of the chriſtian religion, and. in 
the ordinances of divine worſhip, we hope that you do not reſt 
ſatisfied with the bare belief of divine truths, and a cold indif- 
ferent attendance on external forms, without feeling their ſaving 
influence upon your hearts, and exciting a chearful obedience 
to the will of your heavenly Lord. For, we conceive, that the 
ſacred truths of the chriſtian religion, are only beneficial to man- 
kind, according to the exact proportion of that influence which 
they have upon their hearts, and that meaſure of the fruits of 
& ce produced thereby, to the glory of God. They | 
who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, are certainly ſtrangers | 
to true religion. | 5 „ | 
Some ſpeak contemptuouſly on chriſtian experience, and repre- 
ſent it as the cant of brpecrites, There may be yain pretenders, 
who profeſs that which they know nothing of ; and ſome who 
talk about experience in an extravagant manner, without feel- 
ing what they profeſs; but this cannot prove that there is no 
luch thing as chriſtian experience, or that the whole of what is ſo 
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called is e»thu/ia/m. Was that ent huſſaſin, which led the three 
thouſand under Peter's ſermon to cry out, Men and brethren, 
avhat ſhall we do? Was the Publican an enthuffaſt, when he 
ſſmote on his breaſt, and cried out, God be merciful to me a finner? 
or Ful, when he counted all things but loſe, for the excellency of 
the Fnowledge of Chriſt ? or the Ethiopian Eunuch, who, when 
baptized by Philip, went on his away rejoicing. | 


. Chriſtian experience conſiſts, in feeling the power of divine 
truth upon our hearts. The word of God declares, that men 
are finners, under the curſe of a broken law, and in danger of 
ſinking into hell. To feel our own circumſtances, and to be 
deeply affected therewith, is a part of chriſtian experience, and 
abſolutely neceſſary to prepare us for receiving the revelation of 
mercy, and an application of the blood of atonement. The ever- 
adorable Redeemer has aſſured us, that except we' repent we ſhall 
periſh ; and that except ave be born again, we cannot ſee the king. _ 
dom of God. Which declarations evidently ſhew the neceſſity of 
a change of heart. By nature, men are ſtrongly attached to the 
objects of time and ſenſe, to ſinful pleaſures and amuſements; 
diſpoſed to evil; the ſubjects of rugged tempers, and ſinful 
propenſities; their hearts are callous and hard; they are totally 
blind to their real ſituation, as depraved condemned ſinners, in 
danger of ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire; and they are 
utterly unwilling to exerciſe their thoughts about a future ſtate, 
and what ſituation their ſouls are like to be in beyond the grave. 


Loo be born again, is to be made alive to God; to have the un- 


derſtanding enlightened, to ſee the real ſtate of our ſouls; to 
have the diſpoſitions of the heart changed, and the bent of the 
will turned to different purſuits; the native pride, ſtubborn- 
neſs, rebellion, covetouſneſs, and earthly-mindedneſs removed, 
and the oppoſite diſpoſitions generated in the mind, by a divine 
agency. Eut can this wonderful change be wrought without 
our feeling the gracious operation, and the bleſſed effects there- 
of:? ſurely not. And what are theſe feelings or apprehenſions of 
the mind of him that is born again? Are they not a part of that 

which we call chriſtian experience? And is this enthufia/m ? If it 
be, it is evident, however, that no man can be ſaved without it, 
(if the word of God be true); and the firſt converts to chriſti- 


anity experienced and confeſſed it. | 


When, thro' faith, the awakened ſinner is enabled to look to 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, as ſhed for him; and has an applica- 
tion of it made to his conſcience, by the Spirit of God, he then 
finds inward peace and joy, from an apprehenſion that his fins 
are pardoned, and that he is intereſted in the heavenly inheri- 
tance. , This exerciſe of faith, and the conſequent joy and 
peace, is a part of eee But is this enthuſiaſm ? 
What! to feel peace of conſcience, while exerciſing faith - the 


* 


Fu 


1 N 
Wr : +. ao 


— - nth vite aol #40 — WV." tA Ik wet (81.4. Ge — ads. 4 
y * 


. 


| blood of atonement, and ſpiritual joy, while bleſſed with be- 


lieving views of the pardoning mercy of God, and of intereſt in 
his love! If this is to be entbufiaſftical, we with you all to be 


ſo, and to abound in it more and more. 


The people of God are often beſet with Satan's:ſuggeſtions ; - } 


they are affected by the enſnaring objects of time and ſenſe; 
and the remains of indwelling ſin greatly afflict and diſtreſs their 


| ſpirits ; but the Lord, who is ever mindful of his children, looks 


upon them with tender pity, and ſends them'' timely relief. 
This furniſhes them with freſh inſtances of his goodneſs, his 
truth and faithfulneſs ; which is another ſource of chriſtian ex- 
perience. Is it then e ke to mark the appearances of 
a divine providence in our favour, under particular trials; to 
view the truth and faithfulneſs of God to us, in his word; to 
receive conſolation from thence ; and to take encouragement to 
put our truſt in him, in future difficulties? Brethren, mark 
the conduct of divine providence, and the deliverances wrought 
for you, and from thence take encouragement to truſt him in 
future trials. . 1 
Without chriſ ian experience, what is the religion of any man? 
or any ſociety of men? If there be no repentance for ſin; no 
fleeing to Chriſt for refuge; no ſpiritual joy, affections, deſires, 
or delights, flowing from a ſenſe of intereſt in the love of God ; 
no humility, meekneſs, and patience ; nor any truſt in the pro- 
miſes and providences of God, arifing from an experience of his 
truth and faithfulneſs ; what is our religion more than that of 
Heathens, Mahometans, or Moraliſts; or of thoſe, who expect to 
meet with divine acceptance, for having lived a moral life, and 
attended to the external forms of worſhip ? While the chriſtian 


religion includes every thing that is. truly excellent and beauti- _ 


ful in other religions, it greatly excels them all; and has that 
belonging to it, which is not to be found in any, or all of them 
put together; the operations and influences of the Spirit of God up- 


on the hearts of men; which are manifeſted in that deep convifion 


for ſin, which makes men flee from the wrath to come; —that 
Faith and confidence in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which induces them 
to fly unto him for refuge ;—that love to God and men, that 
engages the heart to render a chearful obedience to the divine 
law ;—that 4%%re after the heavenly fate, which excites earneſt 
endeavours after its attainment, and weans the affections from 


this vain and tranſitory life. Theſe circumſtances clearly di- 


ſtinguiſn the chriſtian from every other religion in the univerſe, 
and the real believer from mere nominal profeſſors. ! 


Deſtitute of the /aving influences of the Spirit of God, the re- 
ligion of Jeſus would be little more than idle ſpeculation, empty 


forms, and vain ſhadows : yea, it would be a contradiction to 
_ ittelf, a weak, inert ſyſtem, incapable of meetening one ſinner 


for 


W . 
for the ſervice of God, or of raiſing one ſoul to glory. For 
though it be admirably calculated to inſtruct mankind, and to 
impreſs their minds with an idea of the infinite excellency of the 
A; of his holy law, and the heavenly ſtate ; yet by reaſon of 
the depravity of human nature, mankind would ſtill remain in 
24 ſtate of alienation and enmity, and be utterly incapable of 
rendering a chearful obedience. to the will of God. They could 
not reſtore to themſelves that perfect image loſt in the fall, nor 
that purity of nature neceſſary to fit them for the enjoyment. of 
God. The blood of Chriſt, ſhed for the remiſſion of fins, would 
be ſhed in vain, without this divine agency, or. elſe the pardon 
of ſins would be applied, without a poſſibility of making the 
objects of it happy; and while men were ſaved from hell, they 
could not be fit for admiſſion into heaven; or being admitted, 
they would be turned out again, as traitors and rebels, calcu- 


lated only to create anarchy and diforder-in the celeſtial world. 


It is intirely owing to the renowating, and ſandtiſying inſiuen- 
ces of the Spirit of God, that religious ſocieties are kept in exiſt- 
ence, in the midſt of a corrupt and licentious world. Real 
hearts felt religion, is abſolutely neceſſary for the ſpiritual proſpe- 
rity of every chriſtian congregation. We wiſh you all to underſtand, 
that your ſocieties depend upon t alone for their ſpiritual wel- 
fare; and if ever that fail, they muſt fail. To be convinced of the 
truth of this obſervation, you only need to look upon thoſe congre- 
gations which Heuriſped while real religion continued among them, 
but upon lohng that, they are almoſt dwindled to nothin g- being 
kept from total diſſolution chiefly by means of worldly intereſt. 
It is the /ife and praver of godlineſi that makes a ſociety flouriſh: | 
and while the Spirit of God is pleaſed to work /awingly upon the 
hearts of men, by the miniſtration of the goſpel, preached in 
your congregations, and to ſuppart the 4½ of religion in your 
hearts, you may aſſure yourſelves that nothing can eſſentially 
injuregou. But ſhould his operations be ſuſpended, you would 
ſoon degenerate into a worldly ſanctuary, and by and by become - 
extindt. Therefore we earneſtly exhort you all to be fervent in 
prayer to God, that he would continue to raiſe up ſpiritual gifts 
among you, fit for the miniſtration” of the word to edification, 
and not leave you to be inſtructed in religious matters by men 
of mere letters and ſcience, deſtitute of real religion, and a minifte- 

rial gift and that he would not take his 6.1 Spirit from you, 
nor withhold his gracious operations; but continue your ſouls 
alive to God, and effectually call periſping ſinners to true repent- | 
ance, a ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, and faith in his atoning 
ſacrifice ; that your ſocieties may proſper, and that you may be 
ſo many vehicles to communicate the knowledge of God to 
mankind, and enlarge the borders of Chriſt's ſpiritual king- 
dom; that you may reflect the glorious truths of the Salbe 1 
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HE Miniſters and Meſſengers of the Churches met on 
 Tue/aay evening, at fix o'clock. Brother L. Butterworth 
zs choſen Moderator. He read a ſhort preliminary diſcourſe - | 
mcerning the nature and deſign of the Aſſociation ; after 
ach the letters were read; the intelligence was „ ano in ge- 
eral ; and the meeting was introduced and concluded by prayer. 
Medusſday morning, met at half after fix o'clock. The Mo- 
rrator produced the Circular Letter, which was read, approv- 
, and ſigned. This meeting was alſo begun and concluded 
T Et OS | 5 i RE 19 3h 
| lbout half paſt ten o'clock the public ſexvice began. Our 
bother Hiller prayed. - Brother Beddome preached from Phil. 
3. Whoſe names are in the book of life. Brother Wilkinopwayed. 
other Dore preached from Jude-3. Earneſtly contend for the fab + 
e delivered to the ſaints. Brother Spencer concluded with hb | 
At ſix o'clock in the evening had a Lecture. Brother Ti/t 
nyed,” Brother Reecepreached from Phil. iii. BGW. Tea doubrie/s, and 
count all things but loſs, Sc. Brother Aſtou concluded with prayer. 
At this Aﬀociation agreed to continue the monthly meeting 
prayer, for the revival of relig ioo. 
In the aſſociated Churches, there were 
"Baptized - = - = - - - - 76 
Received by Lettet - » - - 7 


%%% 7 = ⁊ĩᷣ i 2 
Excluded - - » „„ 


= | . . 
F The letter from the church, meeting in Bond- ſtreet, Bir. 
bam, came too late to be inſerted with the other letters, It 
ntions their having baptized 22, three. of whom living ata 
tance, were not added: received onè by letter, and another 
experience, from the General Baptiſts :—loſt one by death, 
excluded five, =——Increaſed - » 15 1 5 


Total increaſe of the aſſociate Churches - „3 
+” The next Aſſociation to be held at Tewkeſbury, on Tueſday = 
Wedneſday in the * bitſun Week. Our Brethren Villin and - 


eto preach :—In caſe of failure, Brother L. Butterworth, — - 
up at the Fleece, OR. . | 
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a dark benigkted world, and hand down to future generatie 4 


thoſe pure ſentiments of divine revelation, which you have be 
taught by the Spirit of God. „ | 


in general, on the re-eſtabliſhment of the health of our Belo 
| SoverE16N :—that it has pleaſed Almighty God mercifully 
anſwer our fervent and united prayers, in preſerving, and reſt 
ring to this kingdom, a LIE ſo valuable and important: 
that during his MajesTY's long and ſevere Ylneſs, no puh 
calamity of any kind was permitted to take place ;—and t. 
the Miniſters of State, and both the Houſes of Parliament, we 
enabled to adopt ſuch wiſe and prudent meaſures, as have 
fectually ſecured the peace and ſafety of the nation. We lo 


back upon theſe events with peculiar pleaſure, and conſider the 


as originating in the goodneſs and mercy of our God; and 
cannot but view them as a preſage of future peace and prof 
rity to this highly favoured land. May we ever be thankful f 
the bleſſings of religious liberty, which we have long enjoye 
under the mild government of the illuſtrious Houſe of Brut 
wick ; which we are bound to ſupport, by every principle 
Tboyalty and affection: —and we look forward, with pleaſing e 
pectation, to the time, which we hope is not far diftant, w 
we, as PrRoTEsTanT DIssENTERS, "ſhall enjoy thoſe ci 
rights, of which we were deprived in times unfavourable to 
ligious liberty. - , „„ 5 
Improve your privileges to the uttermoſt, that you may p 
fit by them. And while you are ſecured in the peaceable e 
joyment of your civil and religicus liberties, under the preſs 
mild and auſpicious government, may you continue to mani 
your loyalty, and ſhew that liberty does not make you licentio 
While you enjoy external peace and tranquility, watch dilige 
ly againit internal diviſton, and perſonal animoſities ; and « 
deavour to keep the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of pea 
And now, brethren, «ve commend you to Gad, and to the word of 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inkerita 
among all them that .are ſauttified.— The grace of our Lord Je 
Chriſt be with you all, Amen. NES 
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Signed by order, and on the behalf of the Aſſembly. 

the Moderator, #4 AP 86 „„ 

TAW. BUTTERWORT 
E En 4d: 
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We moſt ſincerely congratulate you, brethren, and the il ; 


